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PRELUDE  “The Spirit Sings”   -   Curtis 
 
GREETING One:  This is the day that the Lord has made! 
   All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
INTROIT   “Surely the Presence”  
 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place 
I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face, 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
   
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) 
 
One: Friends, we gather this day to celebrate life – 
All: The life we have been given by God, 
One: The life we share with one another in community, 
All: The life that Jesus gives in abundance. 
One: Let us be grateful for the joy of life, 
All: And let us worship God.        Beth Merrill Neel, adapted 
 
OPENING HYMN      “Morning Has Broken”       No. 664 
 
Morning has broken like the first morning; 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing!  Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
spring in  completeness where God’s feet pass. 
 
Mine is the sunlight!  Mine is the morning, 
born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation; praise every morning, 
God’s recreation of the new day!  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively) 
 
God of all the saints, God of all the sinners, hear our prayer. We would be saintlike – holy, 
good, patient, loving. But we end up feeling more like sinners – full of failures of morality, 
selfish, mean. Perhaps You see us simply as human – as beloved, and flawed, and trying, and 
failing, and succeeding. In all of this, forgive the wrong that we have done, and the bless the 
good we have accomplished. Keep on loving us, and helping us, and molding us more and 
more into the image of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

(silent reflection) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively) 
 
One: Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are 
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. 
All: Alleluia! Amen. 
 
CHILDRENS TIME  Heather Carter 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Praise Medley”  -  arr. Wyrtzen  

(“How Majestic is Your Name” and “Great is the Lord”)  (Instrumental) 
 
SCRIPTURE – the Gospels  Matthew 27:57-61 
 
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple 
of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to 
him. 59 So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went 
away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.   
    
     Holy wisdom, holy word, thanks be to God. 
 
SCRIPTURE – the Gospels     John 20: 1-2, 10-18 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” 

10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 



Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 

Holy wisdom, holy word, thanks be to God. 
  

SERMON          “Faithfulness to the End” 
Part 6 in the series Faithful Saints 

 
RESPONSE    The Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.    
  
DOXOLOGY 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN   “Thine is the Glory”   # 238 
 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.  
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 
 



Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life! 
Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife. 
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 
BENEDICTION     
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE      “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother, in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.   
 
POSTLUDE “Praise Him!  Praise Him!”  arr. Turner 
 
 


