
At the sound of the chimes, please use this time to silently prepare for worship. 

CHIMES 

PRELUDE             “Wise Men Seeking Jesus”  -  Ritter 
       
GREETING        “This is the day that the Lord has made!” 
      We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

INTROIT -  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing with Jesus The Light of the World” 

   Debi Godwin & George Wheat, Duet 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)  

The wise men traveled so far to pay homage to Jesus. 
Let us all remember the lengths they went to praise the Lord. 
May we all have the excitement and determination the wise men had to see the 
newborn king. 
Let us remember the joy of the magi as they worshipped Jesus. 
Let us join our voices together and worship God in the spirit of the wise men. 
Let us praise God now and forever! 
 

 
 

* OPENING HYMN      “We Three Kings of Orient Are”    #151 
 

* THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 

 

Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from one another. We cling to destructive habits, 
hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one another. We allow the 
past to hold us captive. In your loving-kindness, have mercy on us, and 
free us from sin. Fulfill the promises of our baptism so that we may rise to 
new life, and live together in grace. 

          (silent reflection)  
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* THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON  (responsively) 

As a voice from heaven said to Jesus, so, in Christ, God speaks to us:  
You are my child, my beloved; with you I am well pleased.  
Even though we fall down, the Lord is always there to pick us up with his mercy. 
Let us take comfort in the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Friends believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.   
 

* GLORIA PATRI  -  “Glory to God”   #582        
 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
 And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
 And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE (responsively) 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us share signs of reconciliation and peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you.  

(You are invited to offer your neighbor a brief sign of peace) 

 

WELCOME 
 

     We invite all our guests to identify themselves as they wish. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDRENS TIME  -  Elder Richard Carter 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  -    “One King”   -  Borders & Alexander 
  Debi Godwin & George Wheat, Duet 
 
SCRIPTURE - OLD TESTAMENT - Psalm 29 
 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SCRIPTURE - NEW TESTAMENT - Matthew 3:13-17 
 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON           “A New Life” 
 
 (At the end of the sermon, you are invited to approach the communion table 
 to dip your hand in the water, pick up a stone and remember your baptism.) 

 



 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD      “THE APOSTLES’ CREED” 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in 

Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR PRAYERS FOR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.   Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

RECEPTION OF OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 

OFFERTORY  -   “Then Shall Your Light Break Forth”  -  Arr. Harris 
  

* DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;                                    

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;                                    

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

* CLOSING HYMN  - “Baptized in Water”    #482 
 

 

 

* BENEDICTION 
 

 

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE   “Go Tell It On The Mountain”   #136  (verse 3) 
  

 Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

 and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

 

 Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

  

* POSTLUDE       
 

 
 

 

     
 

 

     


