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Faith is so thankful that you are worshiping 

with us every Sunday at 10:30 am! 

 

Join your Faith Family in October for 

worship, messages from the Bible, 

and fellowship.  
 

 

~  Outstanding October  ~ 

Interim Pastor:      Monica Russell, CRE 

Office Manager:   Judy Mayhew 

Office Hours: 9 am - 2 pm  Mon-Fri 

Worship Service:  Sunday, 10:30 am 
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“Faith Family Fellowship Sunday” 

 

September 14, 2025 

 

 

 

  Faith Presbyterian’s Mission Statement 

We are Faith Presbyterian, and we seek to do God’s work 
through Christian worship, education, fellowship, and outreach 
ministry as we serve an awesome God…. 

“Love Grows Here” 



 

PASTOR’S POST 

 
Dear Faith family and friends: 

I’ve read enough to know that pastors are not the stars of the show—Jesus is. Each of 

us plays a supporting role. Pastors come and go, but the congregation remains—and 

the beat goes on! Kudos to all of you for all that you do and support, which is why the 

beat keeps going strong. Go, Faith family! 

September was a busy and joyful month at Faith. Small groups gathered for fun and 

fellowship, the choir returned with energy and talent, and our Session and committees 

met to plan for the future. Day-to-day ministry carried on as well—Judy returned to the 

office, Bianca facilitates our online worship presence, and Janis and Debi faithfully 

plan and lead our music ministry each Sunday. 

The Faith family is filled with gifts and talents just waiting to be expressed. If there’s 

something you'd love to see happening in our community, let me know—we’re here to 

help bring those ideas to life. Each of you is a gift to Christ’s church. As Scripture re-

minds us, “With God all things are possible.” 

A special thanks goes out to an anonymous donor who provided backpacks and to all 

of you who helped fund and purchase essential items. Together, we filled and deliv-

ered 72 backpacks to St. Vincent de Paul to be distributed to those experiencing 

homelessness. We ended the month with a joyful celebration, featuring music and fel-

lowship from the Tucson Highlanders and the Heiland Lads and Lassies—what a 

blessing to have them share their talents with us! 

October is shaping up to be another full month as we prepare for the busy seasons 

ahead in the church calendar. We’ll start the month by celebrating Worldwide Com-

munion Sunday on October 5 with communion by intinction. Please consider volun-

teering as an usher or greeter—hospitality plays a vital role in helping everyone feel 

welcome. 

Let us continue to pray for our Pastor Nominating Committee as they seek God’s guid-

ance in calling a future full-time pastor for Faith. In the meantime, I am honored to 

walk alongside you and serve this remarkable community. 

Speaking of family, I love the Faith Family photo that says more than a hundred words 
ever could!  A big thank you to everyone who brought their smiles and those who 
shared the delicious dishes for the potluck. One of my favorite moments was watching 
everyone during the sing-along. There was pure joy on the faces of those singing fa-
miliar tunes, a bit of confusion from the younger ones wondering where some of these 
songs came from, and lots of laughter as a few brave (or lost) souls made up their own 
lyrics and rhythm.  It was truly a fun and memorable day—thank you all for helping 
make it so special! 

Blessings on God’s ministry in our midst! 

Pastor Monica 



FAITH STEPPING STONES 

 

  ~ Happy October Birthday ~ 
 

 Tom Spering  01 

 Laura Wheat  06 

 Jerry Whelan  11 

 Mario Gonzales  14 

 Joie Heeter  14 

 Benjamin Gulde 17 

 Huck Rutgers  19 

 Debbie Wood  22 

 Bethany Dunn  23 

 Betty Spering  23 

 Doug Templeman 24 

 Diane Derr  25 

 Barbara Heinrich 25 

 Kathy Crawford  30 

 Randy Mitchell  31 

 

  ~ Happy October Anniversaries ~ 
 

 James & Aya Diekema 13 

 George & Janis Wheat 22 

      

 

 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

September 2025 
 

September     7   68 

September   14   70 

September   21    70 

   September  28   104  

 

    Average Weekly Attendance 

 

        78 

SOMETIMES WE JUST NEED TO BE REMINDED OF THIS: 
 

*God will make a way. 

*God is in control of every situation. 

*God's love never fails. 

*God knows what's best for us—trust Him. 

*Even in the waiting, He is working. 

*God will connect you with the right people. 

*God removes and God replaces. 

*Put God first and everything else will follow. 

*People may let you down, but God never will. 

*God breaks chains, not promises. 

*God is always fighting for you. 

*Prayer changes everything. 

*God's timing is perfect, even when our trust is not. 

 

To God be the glory. 
 

Please contact any Deacon if you have any needs you are not able to do.   

We are God's hands on this earth to serve others and each others. 

 

“AMAZING GRAZE” POTLUCK 

Bring salads!   Sunday, October 19 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbecuo.com%2Fstone-path-clipart&ei=MiyDVaOQFsHQsAW5noDoDQ&bvm=bv.96041959,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNE8MIO6v08VQHsWky-gwaseJALRcg&ust=1434746215410872


    August 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6:00 pm   Choir 

 2 
 
Fellowship 
Breakfast  8:30 am 
“My Place” 

 

3  
 

4 
     Youth  
Get Together 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
  Youth Room 
 
 

 5 
 

 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
Men’s Lunch  
11:30 
Hibachi Grill 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm   Choir 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10 11 
 
 

12 
 

 
 
 

13 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14 
Men’s Lunch, 
11:30 
 

Finance  2:30 pm 
 
Worship/Music 
6:00 

15 
 

Ladies Lunch 
     11:30 
Hana Tokyo 
 
 
6:00 pm   Choir 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 Potluck 

          Salads 
 
 
 
 

 

20  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
.Men’s Lunch 
11:30 
 
Deacons 3:00 pm 
 
Session  6:00 pm 
 

22 
 
 
  
 
 
 

6:00 pm   Choir 

23 
 
 

 
 
 

24 
 

25 
Memorial Service 
For Shirley 
Brouwer 
10:00 am 

26    

    

27 
 
 
 
 
     

28 
Men’s Lunch 
11:30 
 

 

29 
 

 
6:00 pm   Choir 

30 31  

       

 

~ October 2025 ~ 



WHAT’S HAPPENING - OUTREACH MINISTRY 

FELLOWSHIP    
BREAKFAST 

Thurs, Oct. 2 

 

My Place, 8:30 am   
1081 E. Fry Blvd.     

NO 

Game Day 

In October 

 

 

~~ MEN’S LUNCH ~~ 

All men are invited to join the Men’s Lunch at 
    11:30 am each Tuesday.  Restaurant to be     

  announced.              

Please remember those in need.  Bring 

non-perishable food for the Food Bank. 

Place it in the wagon in the narthex. 

 

~ Ladies’ Luncheon  ~  

Men are Welcome  

Join the ladies on Wednesday,  

October 15, 11:30 am   

Hana Tokyo Japanese Restaurant  

1633 Hwy 92, Sierra Vista 

Please reserve your place at the table if you plan to  

attend. The reservation sheet is in the narthex. 

Faith received the following email from the Director of Customer Relations 
at Café Justo.  At this time Faith has no regular beans or ground coffee. 

“We are experiencing some delays getting the coffee from Chiapas to the 
roaster in Agua Prieta.  The main reason is that the last coffee crop produc-
tion was much lower than expected.  So we ran out of coffee and we are 
trying to find new families to fulfill the coffee needed until the next harvest 
season starts in mid-October. 

Low and lower production of coffee I’m afraid is a trend that will continue to 
happen for next few years.  Global warming and climate change are the 
number one factors for this phenomenon.  This is an issue happening 

across the world.  Brazil has been in a declining coffee production curve in the last 10 years, and 
being the number one coffee producer is driving the prices and cost of production to the highest 
in the last 46 years. 

This also means that the prices for your Café Justo beans are going to be increased in the up-
coming weeks.  Thank you for your understanding, support and patience.” 



 

Bethany Dunn, Faith’s Video-Tech, started 
her career in the Navy on September 15.  
She will be in Boot Camp for 8 weeks.  After 
graduation she will then go to school for 
training to become a Corpsman in the United 
States Navy.   

Graduation is November 20. 

Her current address is: 

SR Bethany Dunn 
Ship 07 Division 495 
3405 Sailor Drive 
Great Lakes, IL  60088-3401 

~ WELCOME FAITH’S NEW DEACON ~ 

 

On September 21, Bob Schratz was installed as a Deacon 
at Faith.  He was raised Catholic, but at age 25 started at-
tending St. Johns Presbyterian Church in Reno, NV and 
then moved to Phoenix, AZ for a job.  He attended and 
joined Bethany Presbyterian Church in Glendale, AZ in 1991 

and Barb in 1994.  Bob started dating 
Barb in 1993 and they were married in that 
church in April 1995.  They were co-
Deacons for a while, but transferred to 
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in 1999 
and joined in 2000.  Bob was Building and Grounds Elder for 8 
years.  They moved to Sierra Vista in December 2022 and 
joined Faith. 

Bob and Barb enjoy Faith Presbyterian and all their new 
friends. 

Meet Bianca Garcia,  

Faith’s new Video Tech. 

Bianca is a member of Faith and is 
a senior in college.  You have seen 
her smiling face previously as the 
temporary Office Manager.  She 
will now be recording Sunday   
worship.  Congratulations, Bianca!! 



 

 

 

 

 

Calling all children and youth!! 

Mark your calendars! 

Sunday School will be the second 

Sunday of each month: 

October 12 

November 09 

December 14 

Meet in the last classroom to the right 

in Virginia’s Place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Youth of Faith 

“Fall Get Together” 

Saturday, October 4, 3:00 - 5:00 pm  in Youth Room 

Games, Snacks and Charlie Brown 

 



~ Family Fellowship and Sing Along Photos ~ 

September 14, 2025 



~ Backpack Program ~ 

 

72 backpacks! 

Many volunteers 

helped fill them 

with donated items. 

 2025 was our 11
th

 year for the Faith Presbyterian Church’s Backpack 

Program to support Seirra Vista’s homeless community.   

During October we collected donated items and funds from our con-

gregation.  Then on Saturday September 20
th

, in Stevenson Hall, a 

group of FPC volunteers packed the 72 backpacks that an anonymous 

donor provided with a lot of useful items to help those in need.  These 

72 filled backpacks go to St Vincent de Paul, who distribute them as 

needed throughout the year, allowing our Church to do the Lord’s 

work in our town.  Thank you for everyone who helped with this im-

portant project.   

The local St Vincent de Paul Society’s President told us:  

“You have done this year after year.  We are so thankful and so grate-

ful.  Words cannot describe the joy one of these backpacks gives to a 

homeless person who has nothing but the clothes on their back. We get 

to witness the delight a person displays when receiving the gift of a full 

backpack and see all the items that are "theirs".  God has blessed us 

with your generosity”. 

 

Article and pictures           

submitted by Scott Bird,  

Chair of the Mission and  

Stewardship Committee 



 

Notice to our Faith Family…. 
 

Every Sunday there is a need for ushers and greeters! 

Please feel free to sign up in the narthex for this special                  
opportunity to share your smile and hand shake with others.   

Instruction Manuals are in the narthex. 



 

 

 ~ Community Chorus Gospel Concert ~ 

 

Friday, October 24, 7:00 pm 

Saturday October 25, 2:00 pm 

  

First Baptist Church 

    7th Street and Golf Links 



~ World Communion ~ 

October 5, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, October 5, we will gather for a very special 

worship service as we celebrate World Communion.  

 

Together with Christians across the globe, we will come 

to the Lord’s Table as the body of Christ, remembering 

the gift of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

 

This is a day to experience the beauty of our shared 

faith, lifting our voices and hearts in unity with      

brothers and sisters around the world.  No matter who 

you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are   

welcome at Christ’s table. 

 

Come, be part of this worldwide celebration of         

love, unity and grace! 



 

 

Condolences to Jane and the family of Dick Riester.  He 

entered his heavenly home on September 15 after a very 

long illness. 

A small private military service was held in Dick’s memory. 

 

Shirley Brouwer passed away peacefully on Monday evening 

September 22 with her husband, Bill, by her side at their home 

after a long battle with ALS. 

Shirley was a registered nurse and had various nursing jobs in 

17 states prior to meeting Bill. 

She was a serious gardener, a lover of kitties (and all wild life).  

She was an accomplished artist, and an ardent reader.  Shirley 

was a Christian who loved Jesus as her Savior and was a mem-

ber of Faith. 

She had a great sense of humor and made fast friends with 

many people.  She believed that kindness towards others would make the world a bet-

ter place and tried to practice what she believed. 

Shirley loved to decorate and put on dinner parties.  She will be greatly missed by her 

husband Bill, her loving cat, Lucy, several nieces and nephews, and her many many 

friends. 

A memorial service will be held at Faith Presbyterian on Saturday, October 25 at 10:00 

am.  Interment will be in the Faith Memorial Garden Columbarium. 

 



 

~Tucson Highlanders Pipes and Drums ~ 

Plus the Faith Family 

                    September 28, 2025 

 



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS:  ELDERS AND DEACONS 

 The Nominating Committee is in the midst of the important work 

of discerning God’s will for our next class of Elders and Deacons. 

 The Lord has blessed our congregation with many gifted and 

faithful members who have hearts for service.  

 The Committee is prayerfully seeking nominations and interested individuals to serve 
as Elders and Deacons. 

 Please consider members of our congregation who demonstrate the gifts of service, 
compassion, leadership, and a commitment to Christ’s work in our church and community. 

 If you feel that you possess these qualities and are interested in serving or know of 
another member to nominate who does, please speak with any committee member. 

 We would also encourage anyone to speak with a committee member regarding any 
questions that you may have or if you are just interested in finding out more information 
about   becoming an Elder or Deacon.  

 The Nominating Committee asks the congregation to join us in prayer for wisdom and     
guidance as we work to fill these vital roles here at Faith. 

     Thank you! 

   Faith Presbyterian Nominating Committee 

Jamie Rutgers: Chair of Nominating Committee, Heather Carter, Bruce Perkins-Murray, 
Marne Gulde, Larry Heiserman, Heather Mayhew, and Rex Unicume 

“Heiland Lads and Lassies Scottish Dancers” 

Plus the Faith Family  -  September 28, 2025 

 


