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Faith is so thankful that you are worshiping 

with us every Sunday at 10:30 am! 

 

Join your Faith Family in January 2026 for 

worship, messages from the Bible, 

and fellowship.  
 

 

~ Joyful January ~ 

Interim Pastor:      Monica Russell, CRE 

Office Manager:   Judy Mayhew 

Office Hours: 9 am - 2 pm  Mon-Fri 

Worship Service:  Sunday, 10:30 am 



                              

 

                     ~ WALKING IN FAITH ~ 
       JANUARY 
          2026 NEWSLETTER 
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 Christmas Eve 

     2025 
 

      “Candlelight 

   Service”  
  
 

 
 
        
 
 
 

 “Silent Night! 
 

  Holy Night!” 

       

  Faith Presbyterian’s Mission Statement 

We are Faith Presbyterian, and we seek to do God’s work through 
Christian worship, education, fellowship, and outreach ministry as 
we serve an awesome God…. 

“Love Grows Here” 



 

PASTOR’S POST 

 
Dear Faith Family and Friends, 

I was struck again by the wonder of Christmas Eve—the peaceful tranquility of the 

sanctuary and the warm glow of flickering candles as we sang Silent Night. On Christ-

mas Eve, I challenged us, like the little drummer boy, to ponder the question: What 

can we give Him—the baby born to be our Savior? What gifts do we have to offer? 

There is also a flip side to that question: What should we leave behind as we enter the 

new year? Whatever that may be, we are reminded that we “can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens” us (Philippians 4:13). And “those who hope in the Lord will 

renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31). May we soar! 

Isaiah tried to inspire a very discouraged people with these words: “Arise, shine, for 

your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1) This faith 

community fuels our light through support and encouragement. The GriefShare group 

is one example of such support, and we continue to explore additional ways to care for 

one another through other small groups. 

In February, I will begin a coffee/chat group using a smorgasbord of topics and ques-

tions from the book, “Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life.” This resource offers short 

articles and discussion questions on topics such as Living with Limitations, Doing In-

ner Work, and Prayer and Contemplation.  A sign-up sheet will be available before the 

end of January for this group, as well as for an exercise group. 

For me, 2026 arrived like a bullet train racing down a high-speed rail. As the year con-

tinues to unfold, let us lift our eyes with confidence, knowing that God is with us every 

step of the way—and that God is still working in and through us, both as individuals 

and as a community of faith. “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given”—what a 

gift God has given us. 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come” …  

may the glory of the Lord shine in and through us. 

 

Pastor Monica 



FAITH STEPPING STONES 

 

  

 

  

~ Happy January Birthday ~ 

 

 Carolyn Malik   08 

 Holly Seago    11 

 Sammy Diekema   13 

 Margaret Cogswell Vaughn 27 

 Judy Mayhew   28 

  
 
 

 

~ Happy January Anniversary ~ 

  
 Matt McHale & Debi Godwin 05 

 Larry & Rose Marie Dokken 15

 George & Ruth Van Otten  28

    
  

      

 

 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

December 2025 
 

  December 07  65 

 December 14         122 

 December 21  85 

 December 24         115 

 December 28           70 
 

    Average weekly attendance 
 

       91.4    

As we enter this new year, the Deacons give 
thanks for each of you and for the shared life of our 
church family.  We pray that the coming year brings 
renewed hope, strength, and peace, and that 
God’s grace will guide us in all we do.  Please 
know that the Deacons are here to support you 
through prayer, care, and compassion in the year 
ahead. 

 

For the month of December, 35 pounds of food 
was donated to St. Vincent de Paul.  20 cards were 
mailed for birthdays, anniversaries, sympathy, and thinking of you.  

 

The next Amazing Graze will be January 18.  The theme is “soup”.  This same 
Sunday will be the ordination of the newly elected elders and deacons and 
the annual meeting in Stevenson Hall.  We invite you to come and enjoy the 
fellowship with your Faith family. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbecuo.com%2Fstone-path-clipart&ei=MiyDVaOQFsHQsAW5noDoDQ&bvm=bv.96041959,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNE8MIO6v08VQHsWky-gwaseJALRcg&ust=1434746215410872


    August 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 1 
 
 

2  
 

3 
 

4  
 
 
 

Star Sunday 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30 pm  PNC 

6Men’s Lunch  

11:30 Olive  
Garden   
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm   Choir 

8 
Fellowship 
Breakfast  8:30 am 
“My Place” 
 

GriefShare 
10:00 am Conf Rm 

9 10 
Memorial 
Service 
Fred Whitley 
2:00 pm 
 

11 
  

 
 
        
 
 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
4:30 pm  PNC 
 

13Men’s 

Lunch 11:30  
Olive Garden 
 

 
Finance  2:30 pm 
 

Worship/Music 
6:00 pm 

14 
 
 
  

6:00 pm  Choir 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare 
10:00 am Conf Rm 

16 
 

17 
 

18  
  
 
 

     Communion 
      Ordination 
   Amazing Graze 
     Annual  Mtg 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
4:30 pm  PNC 
 

20Men’s 

Lunch 11:30  
Olive Garden  
 
 

Deacons 4:00 pm 
 
Session  6:00 pm 

21 
  

Ladies 
Lunch11:30 
Angry German 
 
 
6:00 pm Choir 

22 
 
 

 
 
GriefShare 
10:00 am Conf Rm 

23 
 

24 
 

25   

    

26 
 
 
 
4:30 pm  PNC 
     

27Men’s 

Lunch 11:30 
Olive Garden   

28Game Day 

         2:00 pm 
Stevenson Hall 

 
6:00 pm Choir 

29 
 
GriefShare 
10:00 am Conf Rm 

30 31 

 
 
 

           

      

 

~ January 2026 ~ 



WHAT’S HAPPENING - OUTREACH MINISTRY 

FELLOWSHIP    
BREAKFAST 

Thurs, Jan. 8 

 

My Place, 8:30 am   
1081 E. Fry Blvd.     

 

Game Day 

Wednesday, 

January 28, 2:00 pm 

 

    ~~ MEN’S LUNCH ~~ 

All men are invited to join the Men’s Lunch at 
    11:30 am each Tuesday in January at 

the Olive Garden Restaurant.  

Please remember those in need.  Bring 

non-perishable food for the Food Bank. 

Place it in the wagon in the narthex. 

 

 ~ Ladies’ Luncheon  ~  

     Wednesday, January 21 at 11:30 am   

Angry German, 355 W. Wilcox Drive 

 

 

 

 

       

Please reserve your place at the table if you plan to  

attend. The reservation sheet is in the narthex. 

 

 

Pictures  

from the 

Texas  

   Roadhouse  

Luncheon in 

December  



. 

“DONUT DAY” 
at Life Care 

 

 The 2nd Friday of each month. 
 

Thank you Jerry, Danette, Bob, Barb and  
Margaret Jo for bringing smiles to the Life Care    
residents!  If you are interested in helping, please 

contact Margaret Jo:  520-236-9055. 

 

Thank you to the youth for their presentation of 

“The Legend of the Candy Cane” on December 14. 

Sunday School for the youth will resume on  

Sunday January 11.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you gifted with the ability to play the piano or organ?  Occasionally 
Faith needs a substitute.  Contact Janis Wheat if you are interested. 

“This is Christmas”  Cantata December 14. 



     TREASURER’S UPDATE 
      BY GENE RAYMOND, FAITH TREASURER 
      
END OF YEAR UPDATE AND A THANK 
YOU. We are now almost at the end of the 
year. The graph shows our Income versus 
Expenses through November. It shows for 
the year to date our income continues to  
“pull ahead” of our expenses, and based 
on the giving so far in December, it looks 
like this trend will continue. This was due 
to both the “flattening” of the expense line 
by the careful stewardship of the Session, 
but it is mostly due to increased giving on 
your part; and for that I and the Session 
want to thank you. Keep up the good work! 
Your generosity is helping us get ready for 
next year.  
 
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN STATUS. Thank you to everyone 
who renewed or increased their pledge so far to support Faith’s ministries for 
next year. We have totaled the pledges received so far and they total over 
$175,000! This represents 61% on our budget needs for next year, SO, 
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! You can submit a pledge card at any time if 
you haven’t already. If you are still considering your pledge, I ask you to 
think about what Faith and its mission means to you. Think about the things your pledges have 
accomplished in the past in the nursing homes and for the homeless in Sierra Vista, and for 
those in need across the border in Mexico. Your pledge, whatever the amount, will be used to 
advance the ministries to which God has called us. Please also consider paying the Per Capita 
as a separate payment (this year the per capita is $44 for each individual of your family who is a 
member of Faith). The Per Capita funds the denomination’s work (e.g., General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and Presbyterian Mission Agency), the Synod’s, and the 
Presbytery’s. We have to pay Per Capita anyway, so if you donate it up front, it will make our 
regular budget go farther!  
 
BUDGET APPROVED. The Session has completed work on the budget 
for 2026 and approved it at its December 16

th
 meeting. Our projected ex-

penses are $283,778, about 10k less than this year. The budget covers 
our operating costs, salaries, outreach ministries, and our search for a 
new installed pastor. A copy of the new budget will be included in this 
year’s annual report in January. 
 
FAREWELL AND THANKS TO CHARLES. On behalf of myself, the 
other members of the Finance Committee, the Session, and the pastor, 
I would like to give a big THANK YOU to Charles Wilkes, our retiring 
Finance Committee Chair. Charles’ inspired leadership and financial 
acumen helped guide Faith through a period of financial and key per-
sonnel change. Charles provided clear, understandable reports to the 
Session so it could make the best financial decision possible, and he 
made sure we made the wisest use of our recent financial bequests to put Faith is in an excel-
lent financial position going forward. Well done, Charles, you kept us on track! 



 

                    Lighting the Advent Candles! 



CAFÉ JUSTO:TOWARD A SUCCESSFUL 2026 Addressing the 2025 Challenges  

As Café Justo looks forward to 2026, they recognize that the year ahead will be shaped by 
the challenges and lessons of 2025. The past year has been marked 
by significant hurdles—chief among them are supply shortages, cash 
flow difficulties spurred by rising costs, and a landscape of uncertainty 
around import/export requirements and tariffs.  

The leadership of Café Justo reached out to Frontera de Cristo (FDC) 
seeking support in several areas, to position itself to avoid the chal-
lenges faced in 2025 that caused inconsistent coffee delivery to the 
churches, farmers market vendors, organizations, and individuals who 
have been faithful partners of Café Justo in creating relationships 
across borders and addressing root causes of migration.  

Supply Shortages: Acquiring a Sufficient Supply for 2026  

In 2025, there were weeks in which the Café Justo roaster in Agua Prieta had no coffee to 
roast. The FDC board voted to use its revolving fund and reserves to extend a loan to Café 
Justo so that they can buy sufficient coffee at the beginning of this year’s harvest, which is 
coming in now, in order to avoid any disruption of coffee shipments due to lack of coffee. 
Historically, Café Justo has shipped coffee up to the border in small batches throughout the 
year. With this loan from FDC, Café Justo will ensure that the coffee needed to supply its 
customers will be shipped and stored in Agua Prieta as soon as it can be processed follow-
ing harvest.  

Cash Flow Challenges: Managing Rising Costs  

2025 saw record-high prices in the coffee market, driven both by supply-side disruptions and 
by increased demand. The cost for green coffee beans, shipping, packaging, and even utili-
ties have surged. For Café Justo, these rising expenses were exacerbated by not having 
coffee to roast and export for weeks at a time. This has directly impacted cash flow, making 
it more difficult to invest in growth initiatives, maintain staffing levels, and fund community 
projects.  

In addition, Café Justo has never raised prices to meet the realities of inflation. We are work-
ing with them to analyze the cost of cultivating, processing, marketing, and shipping their 
coffee, as well as doing a market study of coffee prices of comparable coffee. There will be 
a need to raise prices more significantly than if they had done so years ago, to take inflation 
into account.  

Café Justo’s response to this year’s challenges will be multifaceted, with the goal of minimiz-
ing disruptions and delivering high-quality coffee to their customers in a timely way. Café 
Justo’s mission remains unchanged: to cultivate relationships across borders by providing 
high-quality coffee while supporting our communities. With the lessons of 2025 guiding us, 
Café Justo is well-positioned to thrive in 2026 and beyond.  

 

Souper Bowl of Caring - February 8, 2026 

Bring canned goods and non-perishables 

for St. Vincent de Paul 



~ IN LOVING MEMORY OF FRED WHITLEY ~ 
 

Fred M. Whitley peacefully passed away on Decem-
ber 11, 2025 in Tucson after a brief  illness. 
 

Born in Tacoma, Washington, Fred was the eldest 
child of  Ron and Shirley Whitley.  He spent his 
formative years in Gig Harbor, Washington, and 
graduated from Peninsula High School before earn-
ing his degree from the University of  Puget Sound. 
 

In 2002, Fred relocated to Sierra Vista with his first wife, Linda.  Fol-
lowing Linda’s passing and his retirement, Fred remained active in the 
community  He sang with Sierra Vista Barbershop Chorus and was a 
devoted member of  Faith Presbyterian Church.  Later in life, he trav-
eled across the United States and Europe with his second wife, Phyllis. 
 

Fred was preceded in death by his parents, Ron and Shirley Whitley; 
his first wife, Linda Whitley; and his second wife, Phyllis.  He is sur-
vived by his daughter Jennifer of  Cincinnati, Ohio; his son Derek of  
Etna, California; and five grandchildren:  Jessica, Shelby, John Michael, 
Aryah, and Abigail.  He is also survived by his sister Diane (Mike) 
Crum and brother Gary (Linda) Whitley.   
 

A Memorial service will be held on January 10, 2026 at 2:00 pm at 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 2053 East Choctaw Drive, Sierra Vista,  
Arizona. 

 

If you are have an interest in the GriefShare Support Group, please leave 
your name and phone number on the sign up 
sheet and Bruce Perkins-Murray will give you a 
call. 



  

 

 

 

 

 
   

  

  

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Christmas letter to our Faith Family from 

Rev. Joy and Gary Church. 

 

Christmas letter to Faith from 

Rev. Joy and Gary Church 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR NEW JANUARY CALENDAR! 

 

  JANUARY 04 - EPIPHANY - STAR SUNDAY 

  

  JANUARY 05 - ANNUAL REPORTS DUE TO 

            OFFICE MANAGER 

 

  JANUARY 07 - CHOIR STARTS FOR NEW YEAR 

 

  JANUARY 10 - MEMORIAL SERVICE - FRED WHITLEY 

 

  JANUARY 11 -  BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

     YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

  JANUARY 18 -  COMMUNION 
 
     ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 
 
     AMAZING GRAZE - BRING SOUP 
 
     ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 
  JANUARY 19 - OFFICE CLOSED - MLK DAY 
 
    



 

   “Amazing 

       Graze!” 

   December 21 



~ Thank you !! ~ 
 

“Child and 

Family Resources” 

were overwhelmed  

with all of the gifts 

 donated by Faith!! 

Besides the gifts 

under the tree, 

cash donations 

came to $1590. 

~ Thank you! ~ 

~ Thank you! ~ 


